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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the subject application in view of the foregoing 
the following remarks is respectfiiUy requested. 

5 and 7-23 remain pending in the application. Claims 1, 10-12 and 14-23 have 
qlaim 6 has been cancelled. 

appreciatively note that claims 9 and 17 are indicated as allowable. 
•5, 7-8, 10-16 and 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
(US 5,309,576). In response, claims 1, 10, 21, 22 and 23 have been 



ubstat tially 



helmet 



into 



amendments and 
Claims 1- 
been amended. 
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*the interface means is attached to and covers the whole perimeter, thereby 
sealing interface between the remainder of the apparatus and parts of the 
wHich the apparatus covers in use, wherein the second region of material. . 

design of Broersma does not disclose any arrangement or structure which 
interface of any description. It is quite clear from a reading of Broersma the 
scaling interface is not only not contemplated, but is generally not permissible 
account the nature of the relatively stiff cmshable foam with which the cycle 
in Broersma is constructed. The crushable foam substance in question is 
sufficiently stiff to resist balhstic impact to protect the wearer's head. Clearly, 
insufficiently compliant to enable it to deform to the shape of the wearer's head 
to permit a sealing interface to be formed in the maimer that he compliant 
of the present invention is able to do. Indeed, helmets of the variety disclosed 
generally not designed to permit the protective material of the helmet to be 
ijliant in this way. Furthermore, the provision of ventilation vents in such cavity 
the head of the wearer since such an interface would impede the flow of air 
s head, underneath the heknet, and out througji the hehnet ventilation vents. 

conflict with the design requirement and purpose of the ventilation vents. It 
the skilled person would not consider modi^ng the stiff helmet structure of 
I a way that it becomes sufficiently compliant to form the requirement of tlie 
the wearer's head from ballistic impact and to enable ventilation across the 
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Accordingly, it is submitted that the invention as defined in the amended claims are botli 
ventiye over Broersma and the obviousness rejection should be withdrawn. 

ecUons and rejections having been addressed, it is respectftxlly subnnitted that the 
should be in condition for allowance and a Notice to that effect is earnestly 



novel and in 

All obj 
present applicatic[n 
sohcited. 

To the extbnt 
made. Please chargi 
extension of time 
deposit account. 



Customer Number 
1700 Diagonal Road; 
Alexandria, Virgipia 
(703) 684-1111 
(703)518-5499 
Date: March 28, 
KJMB/jd 



Docket No-: 4744-002 



necessary^ a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is hereby 
;e any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
fees, to Deposit Account 07-1337 and please credit any excess fees to such 

Respectfully submitted, 
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